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NEWS RELEASE For media inquiries, contact: Nick Wolda
nwolda@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov

The Woodlands Township COVID-19 Update, March 29, 2020

Hotlines for health questions and COVID-19
Montgomery County: 936-523-5040
Harris County: 713-634-1110

County News

Montgomery County COVID-19 Case Count

Montgomery County Public Health District, in conjunction with Montgomery County Office of
Emergency Management, can confirm Montgomery County now has 65 positive cases of COVID-
19, an increase of 2 from yesterday. The County office also announces another recovery -- Case
# 3 has fully recovered from COVID-19.

This is just a reminder that moving forward, Montgomery County will update cases here:
https://mcphd-tx.org/coronavirus-covid-19/confirmed-cases/.

The chart will be updated daily by 3:00 p.m. Right now, there are 376 negative results and 135
pending tests.

Harris County COVID-19 Case Count

As of March 29, 2020 (3:00 p.m.), Harris County Public Health (HCPH) has 27 new cases of
COVID-19, which brings the total to 240 positive cases, including the second COVID-19 related
death. HCPH is also confirming that 34 of the patients have recovered. These new cases do not
include those within the City of Houston. Harris County Public Health updates case counts daily
at 3:00 p.m. and keeps an ongoing list of case statuses on its website. For the complete list of
Harris County confirmed case information with status details, please visit
http://www.hcphtx.org/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus/Harris-County-COVID-19-
Confirmed-Cases.

State News

Governor Abbott held a press conference today, March 29, at 2:30 p.m. in Austin regarding
the state response to COVID-19. He stressed that the state has sufficient hospital beds at
this time and is proactive in planning for the next 2-3 weeks. Also, the Governor
strengthened his executive order on travel to include all travel from Louisiana and air travel
from California, Washington and additional cities (see below). Governor Abbott also issued
an executive order to prohibit the release of dangerous criminals from jails and prisons.


https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcphd-tx.org%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fconfirmed-cases%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmeghan.arthur%40mctx.org%7C611c7d606f6b4ee823f608d7d41c06fd%7C7a605285cfe64adb89b5fe5eebecb188%7C0%7C0%7C637211089150228267&sdata=Jdq0FhCNOVZkLcAxq4M0PFWhT6bp6ROh6vbUZ17Rf%2Fs%3D&reserved=0
http://www.hcphtx.org/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus/Harris-County-COVID-19-Confirmed-Cases
http://www.hcphtx.org/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus/Harris-County-COVID-19-Confirmed-Cases
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Testing and Case Numbers
As a reminder, testing occurs in real time. These numbers may vary from other reports.

e Texas has 2,552 confirmed positive COVID-19 cases. Positive tests have occurred in
118 counties.

e There have been 34 deaths connected to COVID-19.

e Texas has tested 25,482 individuals. More than 90% of tests are negative. Of those
testing positive, roughly 90% do not require hospitalization.

Hospital Capacity

e Hospitals remain the primary care for those needing COVID-19 related
hospitalization. Less than 2% of available bed capacity is currently being used.

e Texas has done an analysis of hospital bed capacity statewide. More than 16,000
beds are available for COVID-19 patients should they be needed.

e Texas, working with the Texas National Guard and US Army Corps of Engineers, have
now made the Kay Bailey Hutchison Center in Dallas available for additional patients
should the capacity be needed in the next few weeks. The center is currently ready to
host 250 beds and has a total capacity of 1400 beds.

Newest Executive Orders
The Governor expanded his executive order related to travel into Texas:

e Travelers entering Texas by air or roadway from Louisiana are mandated to self-
quarantine for 14 days. The Department of Public Safety will be posted at points of
entry.

e Travel related to commerce, critical infrastructure, military service, or healthcare are
exempt)

e Air travel into Texas from Miami (FL), Atlanta (GA), Detroit (MI), Chicago (IL) and from
any location in California or Washington state requires a 14 day self-quarantine.
Again, the Department of Public Safety will be enforcing the quarantine.

Township News

The Township Board of Directors urges residents to continue social distancing and proper
hygiene and cleaning with diligence in the both Montgomery and Harris County orders of Stay
at Home. “While Sunday’s numbers showed good signs, we need to continue to be diligent in
taking these measures seriously,” said Township Chairman Gordy Bunch.

Help Keep Our Garbage and Recycling Truck Drivers Safe

The Woodlands Township asks for your assistance in helping to keep our garbage and recycling
truck drivers safe. Please help prevent truck fires and protect the environment by not placing
hazardous waste in your garbage or recycling. Waste Management has reported an increase in
truck fires due to hazardous waste being put into trash carts. Batteries, chemicals, motor oils,
and propane tanks should be kept out of your recycle, trash, and green waste. These items
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require special handling at a household hazardous waste facility. Currently those facilities are
closed. Please hold onto these items until they reopen.

If you need to report a missed pick up, schedule a bulk pickup or submit another request,
please contact Waste Management at 1-800-800-5804 or email cssatex@wm.com.

Waste Management continues to provide weekly curbside services according to your
designated service day. Due to an increase in volume, pick up times may vary from your
previous pick up time, however, trucks are operating from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through
Friday. We anticipate that disruptions in service may be inevitable if and when local, state or
federal declarations mandate additional operational restrictions.

Simple Recycling (textile recycling using an orange bag) has been suspended until further
notice. Please hold onto items you may have used for this service until a later date.

Food and Shopping
Grocery Store Special Hours
e ALDI: 9a.m.to7 p.m.
e Costco: Monday-Friday 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 10
a.m.to 6 p.m.
e FiestaMart: 7a.m.to10p.m.
e HEB: 8a.m.to 8 p.m.
o Delivery to seniors (60+) is available through partner, Favor Delivery. Phone
orders are accepted 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., seven days a week by calling 1-833-397-
0080. This service is free until April 19, 2020 but will include a $10 tip to the
Favor Runner who will shop for and deliver the items.
e Kroger: 7 a.m.to 10 p.m.
e Sam'’s Club: Monday-Saturday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
o Open Tuesday and Thursday 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and concierge curbside service
available for seniors 65+.
e Target:8a.m.to9 p.m.
o Tuesday and Wednesday 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. priority is given to 65+, pregnant and
those in at-risk conditions.
e TraderJoe’s: 9a.m.to7 p.m.
e Wal-Mart: 7 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
o Open Tuesdays from 6 to 7 a.m. for seniors 65+.
e Whole Foods: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
o Shoppers 60+ can begin shopping at 7 a.m.

The Woodlands Mall is closed due to COVID-19

As a result of County Judge of Montgomery Order, The Woodlands Mall’s interior common
areas will cease operations, but food-use tenants may continue to operate for pick-up and
delivery service. Businesses with external entrances will be permitted to operate within the
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occupancy guidelines. The Mall Walker Program is suspended until further notice. Read the
entire update at https://www.thewoodlandsmall.com/en/visit/covid-19-update.html.

County, State and National Information

Montgomery County Judge Keough Issues Stay Home, Stop the Spread

Montgomery County Judge Mark Keough issued a stay home order on Friday, March 27, 2020.
The order will take effect for residents of Montgomery County at 11:59 p.m. and expire on April
12, 2020. The order stipulates that most businesses cease operations, aside from those on an
essential list including grocery stores, pharmacies, healthcare providers, government agencies,
gas stations and more. The order also instructs residents of Montgomery County to stay home
except for essential errands. A curfew will be in place throughout all of Montgomery County,
starting at 11:59 p.m. every night and ending at 6 a.m. Read the complete Montgomery County
order.

FEMA Offers Ways for Private Sector to Help Fight COVID-19

To sell medical supplies or equipment to the federal government, please submit a price quote
under the COVID-19 PPE and Medical Supplies Request for Quotation. Full details can be found
in the solicitation (Updated Notice ID 70FA2020R00000011). This solicitation requires
registration with the System for Award Management (SAM) in order to be considered for
award, pursuant to applicable regulations and guidelines. Registration information can be
found at www.sam.gov. Registration must be “ACTIVE” at the time of award.

If you have medical supplies or equipment to donate, please provide details on what you are
offering through our online medical supplies and equipment form at
https://www.fema.gov/covid19offers.

If you are interested in doing business with FEMA and supporting the response to COVID-19
with your company’s non-medical goods and/or services, please submit your inquiry to the
Department of Homeland Security’s Procurement Action Innovative Response (PAIR) team at
DHSIndustryLiaison@hg.dhs.gov.

In addition to these avenues to help, licensed healthcare professionals that want to volunteer
can get information on eligibility, view credential levels by clinical competency and register with
the Emergency System for Advance Registration of Volunteer Health Professionals in their state.

If you are a hospital or healthcare provider in need of medical supplies, please contact your
state, local, tribal or territory department of public health and/or emergency management
agency. Any needs that cannot be met by the state or tribe are then sent to the respective
FEMA regional office who are coordinating requirements through the FEMA National Response
Coordination Center. FEMA is working with the Department of Health and Human Services and
other federal agencies to fulfill requests and ship supplies as quickly as possible.

Additional ways to help can be found at www.fema.gov/coronavirus/how-to-help.
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If you have any questions, please contact the National Business Emergency Operations Center
at NBEOC@max.gov.

Community Resource Information
The following items were received from the agencies noted.

Food Banks o v"
Local food banks are inventorying their nNeYY MEALSQWHEELS MONTGOMERY COUNTY

resources to ascertain what will be
needed in the days to come. Many
Township residents have expressed a

desire to volunteer or donate; please [ ik;;’hr% VE%“ =
see the information below regarding L Corn R

those needs.

e Interfaith of The Woodlands
remains open to meet the basic
needs in South Montgomery County, including Senior Grocery Delivery, Crisis Assistance
Services and Food Pantry Assistance. Hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Curbside services are by phone at 281-367-1230. Donations are being accepted. Please
read on to learn how you can lend support to Interfaith.

e Montgomery County Food Bank is conducting a virtual food drive. Please read on to
learn how you can help.

e Meals on Wheels has coordinated a food drive to stock the shelves. A system in place to
deliver supplies to the most at-risk neighbors, but they need your help to provide the
food... because no one deserves to have an empty pantry, especially at times like this.
During these times of uncertainty, food insecurity is at an all-time high. An increasing
number of seniors are becoming homebound, as the fear of going out and being
exposed to COVID-19 continues. Join the virtual food drive.

e Community Assistance Center Serving Montgomery County is currently providing
assistance to residents of Montgomery County with financial assistance for utilities, pre-
packaged bags of groceries during Wednesday Markets and is accepting donations. For
more information view the flyer.

The Township’s Coronavirus page
The Woodlands Township has launched a special COVID-19 information page that can be found
at www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/covid19. This page includes the latest news from The



mailto:NBEOC@max.gov
https://woodlandsinterfaith.org/
https://interfaith-of-the-woodlands.snwbll.com/covid-19-community-response
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http://www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/covid19
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Township, updates from partner agencies, social distancing strategies, important links,
frequently asked questions, live Twitter feeds and more and is being updated frequently. Please
check back often.

Stay Connected
Please stay connected to The Woodlands Township through our many communications
channels. Learn more and sign up at www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/stayinformed.

The Woodlands Township publishes this update to inform residents and businesses regarding
the COVID-19 and its impact on The Woodlands Township. Please sign up for Township news
and notifications at www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/notifyme.
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